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SUFFRAGE IN KANSAS
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office within the gift of the people of this
state for which he could not be, on his
own merits and gualifications, an honorable

astrous encounter with a British squadron

v the running fight off the Dogger

1f Mr. von Wiegand did not swallow

contender. His ity, integrity, industry 1l he was told by the courteous Captain
are not questioned ecither by Republicans on Levetzow !w-su-:n.t at least to have
ar Independent received it with a grave. face, and, in

But the main explanstion of the exist-' 1 4 he reports it in the most solemn
ence of the Citizens Union has hitherto .o o if he really believed every
heen found in it endeavor to exclude word. Will the British vl'-'»l'.u- out? “For
Tammany Hall from power and contribute | o oon months,” he tells us, “evi ry mann
to the lestruction of an organ- . b iy the German fleet has been asking
1zatior t denounced in unmeasured ihis question,” anl all are “hoping and
and unfailing rhetoric before each munici- waiting to accept the challenge.,” Where?

pal election. Why, not ' more than 300 miles or so from

A few years ago Tammany Hall noml- tpo British coast. There they lie, “from
ated the M. Shepard for beyond Helgoland to the Bualtie,” hoping
Mayor of this town. There could be no' .4 waiting, not because they dare not
question of Mr, Shepard’s ability, honesty oqyve their own coasts, but because, as
or independence.  Nothing can conceivably  yhe ingenious and delightful Captain von
be said for Mr. Smith now that could not Levetzow explains, “we do think that, the
have !\K‘el‘l said for Mr. th'l.-ﬂh! then, and British fleet being twicé our size, it's up
was, in fact, said. Yet the Citizens Union 1o them to come out and challenge us"
steadfastly held to the Tammany issue,

contended \ Incidentally, it may be recalled that
n earnestly that the duty of men {he last time a German squadron made

::‘I.i::ltp?rr:::nl:wu::dli;:lr;_ wf" to unite toward the coast of the enemy they were
R tomd up:(m uhli: mﬁ a.ln t\r:rnr:- surprised by Sir David Beatty and very
Suactive of the pc-rmnpal meriI;-m:.’". r:-‘lprudent'ly turned back at full speed. That
date or the incidental issue of‘ :n :l::t.r" RiLIS L Ave may e o ol dnu.i»t-

Your after your ﬂ"lt Pithotas 1 ‘:‘-"-Ih-aa the lesson learned on that oceasion

comes to the Republican .\'mern of r::inldﬂprmumd lh,‘" present policy of hopeful
town, who must supply the uwrwholmin!'wm“ng' Besides, to quote the inimitable
mejocity of the' nhtiTammany voles ar'tgi comedian of the Moltke once more, “no
aiks them & Iay aalde:any, pertiaan -co;a- um'.e seems to l:.now emctl)‘lwhere the
sideration, deny to Republicans 'tll.l.in!mh s is_. M-I o M s
ol Hodilntithg, Sud satethits um; know fu.r certuin is, in short, that their
Shale party a!n—r.--.lh d layidis's |own ﬂm.-.. is sufer in’the neighborhood of

. 3 g . ) ¥ to the Helgoland than out in the middle of the
election. of & ticket mum.:\ composed of North Sea. “But” says Captain von
Democrats, that Tammany Hall may be ! Levetzow, “let the British floet come out
kept out of power. und we are likely to be there.”

At the very last municipal eampaign It is impossible, of course, to believe
the Republicans of this town had the that German naval officers take all this
candidate whose political strength was| nonsense seribusly. They know only too
greatest, whose public service, up to that well their helplessness, They imnw' that
point, had earned him general approval. Britain's command of the sea to-day is
Yet the Citizens Union and other inde- greater than it was even after Trafalgar.
pendent bodies insisted that Mr. Whitman They know that, wherever the British
be shelved, and, having carried their point, Grand Fleet may be, it paralyzes the Ger-
demanded that all Republicans vote for man fleet, and that ns long as it can do
the Democrat, who is now Mayor. so it is fulfilling its funetion. Why, then,

All this Republicans have been asked should a German commander stuff the
to do in the name of good government. correspondent of an American paper with
All this they have done. They have sc- talk which he knows will be received with
cepted the plppform—“Defeat Tammany at a spile of derision abroad?

-all costs” &mm made annual sacri-| Tiw only explanation is that the .er-
fices to this end. But now, simply because man government 18 trying to sppease the
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Bearish on the Anglo-French Loan.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir:  There are phases of the Angle
French loan which may be of serious im
portance from the investors' standpoint, but

hiave not, 8o far as 1 um aware, been com
mented upon editorially,

In first
vestor has the right to sssume that the war
If the daily
166 continges at
rate, the war will

about 18,000,000,

the place, the conservative in-

mnay continues for several ye
t Eng Frar
approxymately the presen

ara,

on 1o and and

mesn an annoal outiny of

Must ot

MK, specie
pended? Will not these
throw either or both of

paper basis, so that wher

i leas than fuee? This

--,-J!-\A:-’.:_\' to my mind by

nossibility

the exj of an acquaintance, who be-
fore the (jean difie vs became acute
lonned $40.000 on bond and mortguge in
Mexico City and was later paid the face

amount of the mortgage in paper currency,
upon which he realized $2.000 gold.

In the second p the terrific burdens
which will necessarily be laid upon the peo
the two debtor untries, together
with other contributing csuses, such as, ¢. g,
e conduct of the war or its outeome, may
rive rise to the possibility of n revolutign
If so, the masdes will take control of the
government and be at liberty to repudiste
the linbilities ineurred by the preceding form!
of government,

In my opinion, investors are entitled to &
discussion of these considerntions, in order
vo estimute fairly the security which the
bonds offer for ultimate payment in full

CHARLES A. BRODER.

New York, Oct. 14, 1915, |

Ince,

nles of

A Long Distance Traveller.

Te the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Charlie, the colored porter on the Em-
pire State Express, has recently completed
his twenty-third year of continuous service
and makes the round trip to Buffulo three
times o week, It is 441 miles form New York
to Buffalo: three round trips equal 2646
miles & week; fifty-two wecks equal 137502
miles a year, and for twenty-three years
well, figure it out yourself, 1 would be in-
terested to know f this record has bﬂ"z

beaten for railroad travel. :
M K LEWIS., |

I ditional spirit of The Tribune

columns, to the obsecuration of the truth to
the contrary and the flaunting of those who
are not lined up with you, 1 have come to the
conclusion thdt old friends must part.

It may seem, and doubtless does appear to
you, a very smull thing that one subseriber in
u little Pennsylvanin city should cease to he
a reader. Put, sir, 1 am one of & great fra-
ternity that you may contemptuously term
circgation,” which, nevertheless, con
% the strength of your paper. 1 pride
myxelf upon knowing quite well the spirit of
thut fraternity; 1 have learned it through
muny conversations in many states; [ have
learned it through s ten years' residence in
New York City. That spirit, if 1 may pre
sume to instruct you, is eminently conserva-
tive, rendered auch by the fact that it is the

lexpression of the -mind of the responsible

class in every community of the East—the
hanker, the judge, the careful lawyer, the
propsrty owner snd the more discerning of
the clergy—the men who have everything to
« by the upheaval af society brought about

it
hy radicalism, whieh is the essence of
womnan's suffruge

Your attitude does not represent the tra-

the spirit, for
instance, which animated it three generations
ago, when my grandfather proudly recalled
the fact that his name stood fourth in the list
of subseribers, the spirit which through all

tthe eity not merely home rule, but secession

the subsequent years made it & family in-|

stitution. K

However, those days are gone, and with it
the old spirit of The Tribune, It may be re-
vived under snother management, but in the
mean time 1, for one, will read another news-
paper.  So enfls three generutions of The
Tribune in the Merriman family.

ROBERT NOTT MERRIMAN,
Allentown, Penn., Oct. 19, 1915

Preparedness.

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Has it ever oceurred to you that while
the patrons of the thestres in this city are
cordially invited-—sce theatre programmes—

s

|

to plek out the exit nearest to them for use|

in case of fire, very few out of the thousands
uning the theatres ever descended or ascended

one of the stairways leading from the exits |

toward which their attention is so persist.
ently but blindly invited?
In our schools the children use the fire

" THE HOME

The Commissioner of Accounts Discu

" WEVEN JOB GO

RULE AMENDMENT

(=

i
e

sses That Feature of the Constitution

in Its Relation to New York City's Administration,

To the Editar of The Tribuns.

Sir: The home rule article of the proposed
constitution for the first time gives to this
ity substantinlly complete power to regulate
for itself and in {ts own way ita primary local
concerns. The article for the first time, in
relution ta charter amendments which go to
the fundumentals of our city government,
gives the city the right to state authorita-
tively what it wants, and the right to initia-
tive action thercon, which shall be finul un-
less the Legislature within a fixed short time
expressly disapproves the precise thing =ub-
mitted, with no power in the Legislature to
vary or manipulate the city's demund, and
with no power in the Legislature of initia-
tion in matters of this kind, unless applicable
to all of the fifty-seven ecitiea of the state
alike, without elassifieation or distinetion.
Finally, in relation to the sdoption of new
eity charters, the article proposed for the
figst time recognizes that the people of tue
city have the right to speak and be heard
upon the organic law of the municipal gov-
ernment under which they must live,

The three features which I have mentioned
grant to this etty the essence of home rule,
eubject only to s limitation which even the
most exacting advocates of e !'v putonom)
must recognize as proper—namely, the limf-
attop which comes from the necessary su
premaey of the State Legislature over those
subjects which require uniformity of regu-
intlon or poliey throughout the state, Any
grant beyond that limitation would mean for

from the state,

Under the grant of power to regulate its
own local affairs, the city alone, for example
could determine in aeccordance with proper
ceonomy tn administration where its Inw, ure,
wax and water supply departments should
maintain branch offices, and such determina-
tion would replace the present legisiative
mandate from Albany uas to where each of
the departments mentioned must have »a
branch office. Under the existing constitu-
tion the state Legislature has had the right
t preseribe that the duty of steam boiler
inspection shall be performed by the Polic:
Department. It is genernlly agreed that
that duty should be performed by some othes
branch of the government, and under the new
article the assignment of that function would
be entirely within the power of the city itself
and beyond that of the Legislature. Again,
the eity, and not the state Legisluture, as
now, would determine whether there should
be sixteen or fewer or more inspectors of
light and ventilation in the New Buildingz
Huresu of the Tenement House Department,
what the minimum salaries of matrons in
the Department of Correction should be, how
the Department of Street Cleaning should be
organized and what the ranks, titles and
duties of its employes should be. Likewise,
in contrast to present conditions, the eity
alone would regulate the matter of vaes-
tions of eity employes and the Legislatur:
waould be precluded from enucting aguin suely
legislation as that enacted in 1912, by which
all the doormen in the Pollce Department,
numbering 190, were at one stroke made
patrolmen, with incidental increases of sal-
aries to that of patrolmen, without being
subjected to the possible embarrassment of
the usual civil service examinatian,

In this connection, too, it should bhe noted
that the proposed amendment for the first
time gives to the eity centrol over the com
pensation of county employes, such as woull)
mark the termination of an wunquestioned
abuse, the repeated and wholesale perpetra-

'tion of which the city has under the presen!

exits and stsirways and are educated ax they |

should be in ways of saving their own lives
in ense of firc. Why is it that we grown-ups
should be treated intellectually ns grown-ups,
but in sctual practice we are not given even
the training nf? little child?

et us hope that the time is near when
exits will be exits in faet and not on psper,

constitution been powerless to prevent. No
longer could $350,000 be added to the eity’s
annual payroll nt a sfngle session of the
state Legislature, a8 in 1911, No longer
could legislutive enactment at Albany re-|
quire annual expenditures for lucrative sal-
uries for counsel to the county clerks and

for a vetinue of counsel and mssistant coun-

s0 that when we do have a fire we shall not|
‘now, commuand this eity to sppropriate an-
nuslly $100,000 to the commissioners of ree-

be tgnorant of their uses,
FREMONT WILSON.
New York, Oct. 22, 1015,

sel to the sheriffs. The day would be gons
when the gentlemen from upstate could, as

ords in New York and Kings counties in un-

| segregated amounts for uncontrolled distri-

bution in salaries’

Aside from the benefit which would follow
to the eity, the state itself would gain by the think the language is
exclusion of the Legislature from this flel 310y hroad construction of its
Under present eon- [ firmly believe w
stitutional provision, of 10508 bills intro- =

of special legisiation,

dueed into the Legislature during the ses-

——.
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ATTACKED BY BOTH

Radicals and Peactionaries Alike
Oppose Constitution,

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: T am in faver of the home role pre=
vision of the constitution s« mueh for whet
it does not contain as for what it dos [

o cuongh to g
rovisions, which
n by the courts

of the Usited

{the sama as the Constity
Statea has heen interpreted

cions of 1010 to 1915, inelusive, 2,776 were

special ity bills, of which 1 923 were enseted It PB'S the initiative where it bl
being 23 per cent of all the laws enacted dur- the ecities; only in matters of state Comen
ng those vears, The withdrawa! of this must the city go to the F"ﬂ“]“m-.“
large fleld of aetivity from the Leglslaturs «ven then the Legislature hi the power
would pr--rtude- its ennctment of such pica- of nullification It can

yvune legislation nas thut which establishe* panee sent to Albany

the positions and fixes the salaries of thirty-
five subord
County ¢

olliges

Under the new artiele the eity would no
longer be in the helpless position where in

order to economize in one direction in the
conduet of u county office it would have to
submit to' over-balancing extrayugance in

Thus, when
uceeded

another direction.
Legislature finally

sion mandatory salory schedules which' in-

creased the annual payroll of the office {from
The adoption of the pro-
po<ed home rule provision would terminate

SEO.000 to $106,000,

that kind of lecislative nbhure,

Great, however, as this city's burden has
legizlative meddling,

ts helplessness to
overcome that legislative inertiy which has

heen from affirmative
greater still has been

frustrated efforts to eliminate medimvalism

and nchieve progress in our scheme and in
e

and without the power to compe! legislative

uetion upon its demand when formulated, thia

city has lnbored under its most serious dis-
ity, & disahility, however, which the adop

nbil

tion of the proposed constitution will remove) oyiromes, the radicals and

by reason of the sceond of the gbove men:
tioned features of the home rule article.

Objection to the home rule article has been | 4joiung, because of the

urged on the ground that some of its lan-
ghage ia vague and indefinite, constituting an
invitation to interminable litigation. That
objection seems to me to he unwarranted.
I regard the language which is eriticized on
that ground, such as the phrases “framework
of the government of the city” and “matters

of state concern,” not ns vague and indefinite, couse it eontained home

but as broad and general. It is essentinl in

the drafting of fundamental law that broad wbly =
and genernl lunguage should be used, for ped in any furt

otherwise the instrument becomes a strait-

jacket, arresting development and impeding sncther convention in

One of the virtues of the Consti-

progress. )
tates has been its ca-

tution of the United 8
pacity to meet and to fi
conditions which have arisen during the cen-
tury snd s quarter that have followed its
sdoption, That capaeity it has had chiefly by
renson of the brond ind general language
in which. many of its provisions are frumed
What is the.precise meaning and application
of the very terms that have made the Federal
Constitution a living document, such as *di-
rect taxes,” “excises” “rommerce with for-

eign nations,” “among the soveral states™
“republiesn form of government” and “due

process of law 1 take it that nobody could
have answered that question when the Fed-
etnl Constitution was beforé the country for
adoption, and no one can answer it now ex-
cept ux the courts have furnished the anawer
from time to time in specific cuses,
Coneeding that in some respects the new
home rule article is not all that some would
have had it, it does, I believe, clear the way
for & very great advance over present condi-
tions. The normal process of lasting im-
provement in government is by eompromise.
Such compromise as in embodied in the pro-
posed home rule article not only grants to
the eity a broad mensure of autonomy, but i*
gives the bpportunity, which the people of

'this ecity never before have had, by the

sanity, wisdom and vigilance which will char-
neterize the employment of the powers
graneed, to demonstrate
siva and to exercise still further powers.
‘,‘ LEONARD M. WALLSTEIN.

* New York, Oct. 23, 1918.

in 1912 the
to the demand
thuat the fee offiee of the Queens County Clerk
be placed upen a salary bogis, it included in
the statute embracing that graclous conces-

instruments of municipal government.
:'.\ ithout suthoritative method for the formu- | . C n 0" 0nd menbers of
lation of a concrete statement of its demand

t the ever changing jected.

{To the Editor of The Tribune.

i

their capacity to re- tory for them will not be long
!such a splendid showing under

ita entirety—within n lim

s in the ofice of the Kings ;50 tha matter becomes law.
lerk, or such as that which fixes the
number and salaries of office boys in county 1

the city sends bills to the
'y tgnored, as thet
: 11 that hape

As it is now
egizlature which are
olded in comm

city gels

are pigeonh

at it wants
he Lagislature is o freed from the
spocal legiaintion

great mass of local and
which up to now has occapled most of the

time.
The business men of the state should es

tainly vote for this constitution. It reor
gnnizes the jus state buresus snd puts
them under seventeen departments, It pro-
vides for responsible budgets. These 199
items alone should result in & ssving

nillions of dollars. The labor men &

vote for this econstitution, ss it puls the

State Labor Department into the constity-

tion, provides that workmen's compen

may be made to cover oceups tional diseased
well as accidents, gives Legislatare

power to prohibit manufucturing in tenement

houses, retains the annunl seasions of the

Legislature, raises the salaries of Aw

min and Senators, abolishes the Gove

emergency measure, keeps short terms

Jature, keepd
an clective judielary, all of the above being
contained in & memorandum fled on

* the State Federation of Labor with the

o
convention.

- apposed by twe
the

This constitution is bein
ries; the radieals, because It d ~n‘ ::tmphf
enough: the reactionnries, most ol Ihe
n rt ballat, the I=
¢ depaitments, the state
ubolishing of

organization of state d
budget system and the

Governor's emergency message. 1f anothef
convention should be held n 1918, & con=
stitution then framed would probably et o
s¢ progressive as the present one. f:; pess
politicians would say this was r:il:‘
raie, sl

: th, and would probe

stute budget, and so for gy |

ueceed in having these re .
her proposals to the
f not vote fof

years after the
been sitting for
(heir werk il
' M. PRICE

The people would surely
two
best minds of the state had
neerly five months and had
JOSEI
New York, Oct. 26, 1915,

A Renewal of Faith.

Editor of The Tribune. e
ToS?:‘:’ [ read Heywood Broun's eriticiam of
the new Winter Garden show in & recent sl
of The Tribune, and | want to say it re -
my faith th;t :‘hﬂe mu:.rtw one morsi).

N ork newspaper. ;
“r:m_-'ﬁuﬁ?:.d Mr. Brnupn with more wu‘nl:
from now on. Other critics have bNB-*
posed to write triftingly of !he‘nr::*‘m
pructices of the I,ln“nlﬂlb:m‘lll‘r:i;ﬂsl ?

ers. am ! '
e
New York, Oect. 19, 1915,

New Jersey's Loss.

Sirs  Poor old New Jersey! The prosd
istinetion of leading the march of progrest

East for equality and justice 10
1l now fall to ome of her

in the
women wi
states.
What is her loss will be others' gaif-
women of New Jorsey, however, are 10
ecngratulated that 160,000 men stand
them in their fight for cqual righta.

after
adverse
cumstances. WILLIAM F. AJ
Greenfield, Mass, Oct. 22, 1018
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